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The  Ordination  of  a  Priest  is  one 
of  the  most  solemn  and  impressive 
ceremonies  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
The  Bishop  who  ordains  the  candi- 
date celebrates  Mass  clothed  in  full 
Pontificals— Amice,    Alb,    Cincture, 
Cross,    Tunic,    Dalmatic,    Maniple, 
Stole  and  Chasuble.     These  are  em- 
blematic of  the  sacred  power  which, 
in  obedience  to  the  divine  commis- 
sion, he  confers  upon  the  suppliant 
for  ordination.      Having  previously 
received  Tonsure,  the  four  minor  or- 
ders— Porter,   Lector,  Exorcist  and 
Acolyte,  also   the   sacred   orders   of 
sub-deaconship  and  deaconship,  and, 
after  being  duly  examined  concern- 
ing   his    conduct    and    morals,    his 
knowledge  of  the  sacred  scripture, 
theology,  &c.,  the  candi4atA  is  ar- 
rayed in  the  vestments  of  a  deacon. 


The  Biihop  proceeds  with  the  --,„ 
•■,  «'*^*«  the  end  of  the  Epistle^ 

when,  having  taken  his  seat,  the  orT 
dmation  commences. 

The  Archdeacon  now  says,  "Let 
him  approach  who  is  to  be  promoted 
to  the  order  of  Priesthood,"  where- 
upon  the  Notary  reads  the  name  of 
the  candidate  for  Holy  Orders,  who 
answers,  "I  am  present,"  and  ad- 
vances towards  the  Bishop.  He 
holds  on  his  left  arm  a  folded  chasu- 
ble  m  his  right  hand  a  lighted  Uper. 
and  in  his  left  a  purificator  for  bind- 
ing his  hands. 

He^is  then  presented  to  the  Bishop 
by  the  Archdeacon,  saying,  ''Most 
Reverend  Father,  our  Holy  Mother 
the  Catholic  Church,  asks  that  this 
deacon  here  present  be  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Priesthood." 

The  Bishop  then  demands,  **Do 
you  know  if  he  be  worthy."  To 
which  the  Archdeacon  replies,  "As 
far  as  human  frailty  will  permit  me 
to  judge,  I  kn6w  and  attest  that  he 
is  worthy  of  this  sublime  office." 

The  Bishop  responds,  "Thanks  be 
to  God,  and  addresses  the  assem- 
bled  clergy  and  people  in  the  foUow- 
lug  charge : — 

Most  Beloved  Brethren,— "Since 
the  captain  and  crew  of  a  vessel  are 
by  common  dangers  and  intereste 
equally  concerned  in  her  security  ao 
should  all  who  are  bound  together  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  same  cause  be 
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•nimated  with  the  same  zeal,  and  in- 
fluenced with  like  motives.     Nor  it 
the  custom  instituted  by  our  Fatheri 
m  useless  one,  viz. :  That,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  those  appointed  as  spiritual 
captains,   or  grovernors,   the   people 
also  should  be  consulted,  inasmuch  as 
the  life  and  conversation  of  him  who 
w  to  be  ordained,  might,  though  hid- 
den from  the  many,  be  known  to  a 
few.   It  is,  therefore,  inore  becoming, 
and   even   more   agreeable,   for  the 
people  to  obey  him  when  ordained, 
whose   ordination    they   had   previ- 
ously sanctioned.    In  truth,  so  far  as 
we  are  able  to  judge,  the  life  and 
conduct  of  this  deacon  prove  that  he 
18  worthy  of  promotion  to  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  Priesthood,  since 
It  seems  pleasing  to  God ;  but,  lest 
the  assent  of  one  or  of  a  few  should 
be  mfluenced  by  the  voice  of  aflfec- 
tion  or  of  friendship,  the  opinion  of 
«nany  is  to  be  solicited;    wherefore, 
what  you  know  of  his  conduct  and 
morals  should  be  freely  made  known, 
as  well  as  your  opinions  of  his  merits. 
And,  m  this  testimony  for  the  Priest- 
hood, you  will  be  very  careful  that 
your  judgment  be  not  dictated  by 
favor  or  affection,  but  by  the  merit 
of  the  candidate.      Should  any  one, 
therefore,   having   anything   to   say 
against  his  pronjotion,  let  him,  be- 
fore God  and  for  the  good  of  re- 
ligion, come  forward  with  all  confi- 
dence and  let  him  speak  what  he 


knows.      Nevertheless,  let  each  be 
mindful  of  the  position  in  which  he^ 
is  placed." 

After  a  moment's  pause,  the 
Bishop  thus  addresses  the  person  to 
be  ordained: 

"Most  beloved  Son,  who  are  about 
to  be  ordained  to  the  office  of  the 
Priesthood,  be  mindful  that  you  re- 
ceive it  worthily,  and  perform,  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  praise,  the  duties 
of  your  office,  when  received.    It  be- 
hooveth  the  priest  to  offer  sacrifice, 
to  bless,  to  govern,  to  preach  and  to 
baptize.     Therefore,  with  great  fear, 
must  you  assume  such  an  office,  and 
take  care  that  heavenly  wisdom,  ex- 
emplary conduct,  and  a  continual  ob- 
servance of  all  virtue  commend  you 
to  it.    For  the  Lord,  when  command- 
ing Moses  to  select  seventy  men  from 
all  Israel  for  his  assistants,  amongst 
whom  he  should  divide  the  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,   bade   him   choose 
those  whom  he  knew  to  be  the  pres- 
byters of  the  people.    You  are  truly 
a  representative  of  these  seventy  an- 
cients, if  by  the  seven-fold  spirit  you 
observe  the  commandments  of  God, 
and  prove  yourself  equally  perfect 
in  word  and  work.    Under  the  same 
mystery  also,  and  the  same  symbol, 
in   the    New   Testament,    the   Lord 
chose  seventy-two  disciples,  and  sent 
them,   two  by   two,  before  him  to 
preach,  that  he  might  teach  at  the 
same  time  by  word  and  deed  that  the 


miniBters  of  his  Church  should  attain 
to  perfection  in  faith  and  in  work 
founded  on  a  two-fold  love,  viz,:  Of 
God  and  of  our  neighbor.      Such, 
therefore,  should  you  study  to  be 
that  you  may  be  chosen,  through  the 
grace  of  God,  to  be  the  assistant  of 
Moses  and  of  the  twelve  Apostles, 
that  IS,  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Catho' 
he  Church  foreshadowed  by  them, 
iruly,  by  this  wonderful  variety  of 
Ministers,^  the  Catholic  Church  is  en- 
circled, adorned  and  governed ;  since 
some  m  it  are  bishops,  some  others 
priests  of  the  second  order,  then  dea- 
cons and  sub-deacons  of  inferior  or- 
der, consecrated  to  God.     Thus   by 
the  union  of  various  grades  and  dig- 
nities is  constituted  that  one  harmo- 
nious  body    of  Christ,  His  Church. 
Therefore,  most  beloved  Son,  whom 
the    voice    of    your    brethren    has 
chosen  to  be  our  assistant,  preserve 
chastity  unstained,  and  lead  a  holy 
lite.     Ponder  seriously  upon  the  sa- 
credness  of  the  duties  which  you  will 
perform.     Practice  what  you  incul- 
cate,  and   while  you  celebrate   the 
mystery   of  our  Lord's   death,   en- 
deavor to  morUfy  in  your  own  body 
all  inclinations  towards  vice  and  con- 
cupiscence.   Let  your  doctrine  be  as 
spiritual  medicine  for  the  people  of 
God,  and  let  the  odor  of  your  life  be 
the  joy  of  the  church  of  Christ,  that 
you  may  build  up,  as  well  by  exam- 
pie,  as  by  precept,  the  house  of  God 


whicK  is  His  family;  so  that  neithor 
we  who  ordain  you,  nor  you  who  Hre 
ordained,  may  incur  the  wrath  of  th^ 
Mdst  High,  but  rather  deserve  to  be 
remunerated  by  Him,  which  may  He 
grant  by  His  holy  grace.  *  *— * '  Amen. ' ' 
Here  the  prostration  of  the  candi- 
date takes  place,  and  the  Litany  of 
the  Saints  is  chanted  or  recited  as 
far  as  "That  thou  vouchsafe  to  grant 
rest  to  all  the  faithful  departed. — 
We  beseech  thee  to  hear  us." 

Then  the  Bishop,  standing,  with 
crosier  and  mitre,  blesses  the  pros- 
trate candidate  thrice. 

tet.— That  Thou  vouchsafe  to  bless 
this  Thy  elect. 

Resp. — We  beseech  Thee  to  hear 
us. 

2nd. — That  Thou  vouchsafe  to 
bless  and  sanctify  this  Thy  elect. 

Resp. — ^We  beseech  Thee,  &c. 

3rd. — That  Thou  vouchsafe  to 
bless,  sanctify  and  consecrate  this 
Thy  elect. 

Resp. — ^We  beseech  Thee,  &c. 

The  Bishop  again  resumes  his 
kneeling  posture,  and  remains  thus 
till  the  Litanies  are  concluded,  when 
all  rise. 

The  laying  on  of  hands  is  then  i)er- 
f  ormed  by  the  Bishop  and  the  clergy 
in  stole,  by  placing  their  hands  upon 
the  head  of  the  candidate. 

The  candidate  remains  kneeling  as 
during  the  imposition,  whilst  the 
Bishop  and  the  priests  hold  their 
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right    hands    over    him,    and    the 
Bishop,  standing  with  mitre,  prays  : 

**Let  us,  most  beloved  Brethren, 
invoke  God,  the  omnipotent  Father, 
to  multiply  His  heavenly  gifts  on 
this  His  servant,  whom  He  has 
chosen  to  the  holy  order  of  the  priest- 
hood; that,  receiving  this  exalted 
sacrament  in  a  worthy  manner,  he 
may  be  able  to  fulfil  its  obligations 
with  the  assistance  of  divine  grace, 
through  Christ  our  Lord.    Amen." 

The  Bishop  takes  off  the  mitre  and 
continues : 

"Hear  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  0 
Lord  our  God,  and  pour  out  upon 
this  Thy  servant  the  benediction  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  virtue  of 
sacerdotal  grace,  that  he,  whom  we 
present  for  consecration,  before  the 
throne  of  Thy  infinite  mercy  and 
goodness,  may  be  ever  pursued  by 
the  plenitude  of  Thy  favors,  through 
Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Thy  son,  who 
liveth  and  reigneth  with  Thee  in  the 
unity  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  God." 

The  Bishop  then  extends  his  hands 
and  prays,  as  in  the  preface  of  the 
mass. 

Bishop. — "World  without  end." 

-Besp. — *  *  Amen.  *  * 

Bishop.— "The  Lord  will  be  with 

you." 
Besp.— "And  with  thy  spirit." 
Bishop. — *  *  Let  us  raise  our  hearts. ' ' 
Besp. — "We  have  lifted  the»n  up 

to  the  Lord." 


thfr*''!?"""^"^  "»  ^^^  thank,  to 
.  *"lf^^  our  God."  -?^ 

bT*""!^*  «  meet  and  just.*' 

for  gvelur  li^  /°n  *^^*y8  increase 

™lers,  Thon  h.!*  ??,  ^Preme 
iected    men    of   Jlu     ''''T"«    s'- 

ate  with  them  T  .^  co-oper- 
aneeofgooirrkrTta^Atr?;- 
tejll/t  Thou  communicate  S' 

sacrifices  afST  rit^s  o?  «  ^„"""'?'^ 

HolyPro^idcnl^OLo^^  *1»*  «»»•« 
inven  te.che«  of  the  feitht°eom! 


pamons  to  the  Apostles  of  Thy  Son, 
teachers  who  have  filled  the  whole 
f *™  with  the  divine  preaching  of 
the  Gospel.     On  account  of  our  in- 
nrmities,  we  beseech  Thee,  0  Lord 
to  multiply  unto  us  these  aids ;  since,' 
on  account  of  our  greater  inability 
to  reach  all  our  duties,  we  the  more 
stand  in  need  of  their  assistance. 
Bestow,  we  beseech  Thee,  Omnipo- 
tent Father,  the  dignity  of  the  priest- 
hood upon  this  Thy  servant ;  renew 
m  him  the  spirit  of  sanctity,  that  he 
may  obtain  a  reward  becoming  the 
rank  granted  him  by  Thee,  0  God. 
Grant  that  his  personal  conversation 
and  conduct  be  a  model  worthy  of 
imitation  for  others.     May  he  be  a 
provident  co-operator  of  our  order 
—may  .every  form  of  justice  shine  iii 
him,  that  giving  a  good  account  of 
the  stewardship  committed  to  him, 
he  may  be  found  worthy  of  eternal 
happiness.  *' 

The  Bishop  then  continues  in  a  low 
voice  : 

**  Through  the  same  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Thy  Son,  Who  liveth  and 
reigneth  with  Thee  in  the  unity  of 
the  same  Holy  Spirit,  God,  for  ever 
and  ever — ^Amen." 

The  Bishop  then  takes  his  seat, 
and,  removing  the  stole  from  the 
candidate's  left  shoulder,  crosses  it 
on  his  breast,  saying: 

''Receive  thou  the  yoke  of  the 
Lord,  for  Hig  yoke  is  sweet  and  His 
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burden  light. 

♦».  J^^  ^'S°P  ^^^'^  ^"vests  him  with 
the^hasuble,  folded  on  the  shouldei;, 

by  which  charity  is  understood,  fo^ 
God  IS  powerful,  to  increase  in  thee 
charity  and  every  perfect  work.-   ' 
And  the  assistants  answer  ; 

Thanks  be  to  God.'* 
The  Bishop,  rising,'  takes   off  the 
mitre  and  prays ; 

''O  God,  Author  of  all  holiness 
whose  consecration  is  tnie  and  Mess 
mg»  bountiful.  Thou,  0  Lord,  pour 
jhe  gift  of  Thy  benediction  upon  tWs 
Thy  servant  whom  we  have  called  to 
:he  honor  of  the  priesthood;  that  by 
;he  gravity  of  his  conduct  and  bv  the 
Aianner  of  his  living,  he  may  show 
himself  to  be  a  priest,  trained  in  th^ 
manner  which  Paul  recommended  to 
•*??  ^""^  Timothy;  that  meditaW 
night  and  day  upon  the  law,  he  may 
believe  what  he  reads,  teach  whaThe 
believes,    and     practice     what     he 
teaches.    May  he  be  a  model  of  jus 
^fluT^^''^'  "'"'•^y'  fortitude  and 
era^nll''Tn    ^^^^  ^e  teach  by 
example,  confirm  by  his  admonitions 

S!n«     u^  ^'^  ministry.      Mav  he 

brTad^L^-^^".'^*  °^  ***«  people, 
ki  ^  *?d  wme  into  the  body  and 
blood  of  Thy  Son  •  fl"-^  ~?I  ^^ 
spirit  of  1 


Holy  Ghost;  may  he 


rise 
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by  inviolable  charity  a  perfect  man 
in  the  plenitude  of  the  age  of  Christ, 
m  the  day  of  justice  and  eternal 
judgment  of  God,  with  a  pure  con- 
science and  true  faith,  through 
Chnst,  etc.''  * 

♦u'^Vi®^''*!^^'  ^^^^*  turning  towards 
the  Altar,  kneels  and  intones,  ''Veni 
Creator  Spiritus."*  After  the  first 
verse  has  been  sung,  he  rises  and  pre- 
pares to  annoint  the  hands  of  the  or- 
dained. 

For  this  purpose,  he  uses  Holy  Oil 
and  the  following  words: 

''Deign  to  consecrate  and  sanctify, 
U  Lord,  these  hands  through  this 
unction  and  our  benediction  " 

Resp.--'*Amen.*' 

Immediately  the  Bishop  makes  the 
sign  of  the  Cross  with  the  oil  on  the 
hands  of  the  ordained,  and  continues 
to  pray. 

/\J\^^'^^^^eyer  these  hands  bless 
Shall  be  blessed,  and  whatever  they 
consecrate  shall  be  consecrated  and 
sanctified  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ—Amen.*' 

The  hands  of  the  ordained  are  now 
joined  and  bound  by  thfe  Bishop. 

He  is  then  presented  by  the  Bishop 
with  a  Chalice  containing  wine  and 
water,  and  patena  with  a  host,  both 
of  which  must  be  touched  whilst  the 
iSishop  says  : 

''Receive  the  power  to  offer  sacri- 
fice to  God;  to  celebrate  Mass,  as 
well  for  the  living  as  for  the  dead,  in 
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.the  name  of  the  Lord." 
Reap.—"  Amen." 

Having  arrived  at  this  stage  of  the 
ceremony,  the  Bishop  continues  Mass 
««  far  as  the  Offertory.*  In  the 
meantime,  the  new  Priest  washes  his 
hands.  When  the  Offertory  has  been 
^®  jjS  .  Bishop  proceeds  to  the 
middle  of  the  altar,  when  he  receives 
an  offering  from  the  newly-ordained 
priest  with  the  usual  ceremony. 

Mass  is  then  continued,  the  Priest 
pronouncing  the  words  after  the 
■oisnop. 

.The  Bishop  gives  the  Priest  com- 
munion without  his  saying  the  Con- 
hteor,  as  he  has  celebrated  con- 
jointly with  the  Bishop.      . 

When  he  has  received,  the  Bishop 
washes  his  hands  and  reads  in  the 
words  of  our  Lord  the  following  ad- 
monition : 

"Now  I  will  no  longer  call  you  ser- 
vants but  my  friends,  because  you 
have  known  all  things  which  I  have 
done  in  your  midst.    Alleluia. 

Receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Para- 
clete, in  you. 

^®  ^\ ;?  whom  my  Father  will  send 
you.    Alleluia. 

You  are  my  friends,  if  you  do  what 
1  command  you. 

deceive  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Para- 
clete, in  you. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the 
Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 
He  it  is  whom  my  Father  will  send 


"^—    Til  ,,,,,„,„,. 
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you.    Alleluia." 

turns,  to  the  ordained,  who,  standinff 

n?w?/?ll??^''  ?'*^«»  *  profession 
of  his  faith  by  reciting  the  creed. 

He  then  kneels  before  the  Bishop, 
who,  placing  both  hands  upon  his 
head,  says: 

,  ''Receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  whose 
«ms  you  shall  forgive  they  ire  for! 
given  them,  and  whose  sins  you  shall 
reUin,  they  are  retained." 

«i  Jk  "V?°^°'**P8^  ^^^  chasuble,  he 

With  the  stole  of  innocence,  may 
the  Lord  clothe  thee." 

hajids  between  his  own,  and  says: 

l>o  you  promise  lo  me  and  mv 
successors  reverence  and  obedi- 
encef" 

Th!  ?^*  answers--!  promise." 
The  Bishop  then  gives  him  the  kiss 
01  peace,  saying: 

"The  peace  of  the  Lord  be  with 
you  for  ever." 

Response.—"  Amen. ' ' 

Having  received  his  mitre  and 
crosier,  the  Bishop  admonishes  him 
tnus : 

"Since  the  duties  which  you  are 
about  to  exercise  are  most  important 
most  beloved  son,  I  advise  you  to 
study  njost  diUgently  the  order  of 
tfte  whole  mass,  the  consecration  and 
the  breaking  of  the  host,  and  the 


>«Jj»'e  you  say  your  first  mass. "     ^ 
Then    the    Bishop,    rising,    pro- 

lounces  over  him  this  blessing,  "May 
the  blessing  of  God,  the  Omnipotent 
father,  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy 
Ohost,  descend  upon  you,  that  you 
may  be  blessed  in  the  order  of  the 
Priesthood,  and  that  you  may  offer 
pleasmg  saerificcs  for  the  sins  and 
offences  of  the  people  to  the  Omnipo- 
tent God,  to  Whom  be  honor  and 

^%V  ^^^  ®^®''  *"*^  ever.— Amen." 
Mass  is  then  continued  until  after 

the ,  benediction,    when   the   Priest, 

kneeling  before  the  Bishop  receives 

the  following  injunction : 

**Mo8t  beloved  son,  consider  dili- 
gently the  order  you  have  received 
and  the  burden  placed  upon  your 
shoulders;  strive  to  live  holUy  and 
piously,  pleasing  Almighty  God,  that 
you  may  acquire  His  grace  which 
may  He  Himself  deign  to  grant  you 
through  His  mercy. 

To  the  newly-ordained  Priest,  the 
A.rchbishop  adds;  '* After  your  first 
mass,  say  three  other  masses,  viz  • 
One  for  the  Holy  Ghost,  another  for 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,  a  third  for 
Che  faithful  departed,  and  pray  the 
Almighty  God  for  me.'' 

The  last  Gospel  is  then  said 


Sm  Prayer  Bttk 
*  Sft  ordiMmry  Pmytr  BmIi 


r 


•n.*- 


ir-/r\7"*, 


f- 


^;^: 


■••f 


tvs,-^; 


